
48  LAKE JULY 2010

There was once a young, married couple that visited 
Lake Martin and fell in love with a house. Well, 
it wasn’t the house so much as the lot – a water-

front, inclined piece of land with stunning views of Smith 
Mountain. 

Fourteen years later, Tom and Amy Methvin own the lot, 
although the house they live in today is the third that’s been 
built on the land. 

The original home was “something akin to a Russell 
cabin,” but it was eventually lost to the elements. The next 
couple that bought the house allowed the local fire depart-
ment to burn it during a training session and built a new 
home. 

The Methvins were in the market for a new home in 
1996, when they got a call from their real estate agent say-
ing the home on their dream lot was for sale. They bought 
it that day. 

In 2004 the Methvins decided it was time for an upgrade, 
but they didn’t want to leave their beloved lot. They decid-
ed to tear down the house and start over. 

“We knew, this view, you can’t find it again,” Amy said. 
“We wanted to keep the same footprint, so we tore the 
house down to the foundation.”

Their new home is a two-story abode that is a cross 

between a Highlands, N.C. lodge and the Grand Hotel, 
Amy said. With five bedrooms, four full baths and two half 
baths, there’s also plenty of room for visiting family and 
friends. Tom’s brother owns a house on the lake, and the 
two families often get together. 

“We feel very blessed to have it,” Tom said. “Amy gets 
all the credit. She designed the whole house except the 
pool. She didn’t want the pool.”

The infinity pool overlooks a wide expanse of undevel-
oped land across the lake. From a boat, water can be seen 
falling from the pool over a small wall. The muted, natural 
colors of the exterior blend with the surrounding trees, but 
the unusual design draws attention of passing boaters. 

“I wanted lots of rooflines, some different textures,” 
Amy said.  
Amy worked with architect Tom Kaufmann of Montgomery 
and builder Phillip Pouncey to create the almost 10,000 
square foot home, but she did the majority of the design – a 
job that was far more time consuming than she expected. 

“I really didn’t know that you need (a designer),” she 
said. “I had to decide where every light went, all the materi-
als … I don’t think I’ll do that again.”

The house mirrors the original floor plan with a few 
exceptions, most notably the tower, which includes three 
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The upstairs office has a 
rustic but lively appeal. 
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The Methvins’ home features an unusual roofline and a stunning waterfall. 
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stacked rooms of the same design. The tall tower – 100 
feet from the top of the tower to the lake – is situated in 
the center of the house. 

“These rooms are the exact same size so we had to make 
them a little different,” she said.

On the main floor, the tower room serves as the great 
room, where dark pine is lightened by tall windows that 
take advantage of the stunning view. The same dark pine 
can be found on the floor and walls in the kitchen, but 
white shelving and a glass backsplash above the stove 
make the room seem cheery. 

The exterior doors in the great room and kitchen lead 
out to a wrap-around screen porch that includes two sepa-
rate seating areas, a grill and an outdoor daybed. 

On the other side of the house are a guest bedroom and 
the master bedroom. In the guest bedroom, patterns and 
plaids in vibrant hues complement each other instead of 
compete for attention. 

Soft metallics and cool blues create a soothing environ-
ment in the master bedroom. The four-poster bed was cre-
ated from one of the oak trees in Amy’s mother house in 
MacIntosh, Ala. 

“A storm came through and felled one,” she said. “It 
was just laying there on the ground, this gigantic oak tree.”

So they used the tree to create the bed and the kitchen 
table – a process that took longer than it took to build the 
house. 

In the master bath, crystal chandeliers hang above his 
and hers vanities, which are situated on either side of a 
copper tub. The white faux finish on the walls is repeated 
in different colors throughout the house, including Tom’s 

The spacious master bedroom has a pine ceiling and large 
windows that overlook the beautfiul Smith Mountain. 

Tom and Amy Methvin
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Water cascades over a stunning 
tile wall into a small pool. 

The master bedroom is both elegant 
and rustic with chandeliers balancing 
the pine ceiling and stone floor. 

The boathouse’s design 
mirrors the main home. 

The entryway  leads up into the 
third floor living room and into the 
great room on the main floor.. 
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A view of the cupola.

A spinning fan cools down 
the seating area on the 
wrap-around porch. 
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office, a small room accessed by a set of stairs in the bed-
room. The blue faux finish of that room is complemented 
by rustic accents, including rifles and a wrought iron globe 
lighting fixture. 

The bottom floor is the domain of the Methvins’ two 
sons and any friends or cousins that might be visiting. 
The boys each have their own bedroom and two recessed 
bunks are located on the same hallway. The tower room 
on the bottom floor serves as an entertaining area and is 
decorated in a Western theme. Large drumskin tables are 
scattered throughout the room and antlers and wrought 
iron appliances serve as decoration. 

Lea Ann’s Interiors of Montgomery came in during the 
final stages of decorating the house and helped with the 
accents, according to Amy. 

The final tower room is located on the third floor. The 
stairwell leading up to room is actually the first thing 
that’s seen upon entering the home – that and the numer-
ous pieces of art Tom has collected over the years, includ-
ing a large, striking pencil drawing of a Cherokee Indian 
by Andrew Kohn. 

There are fewer paintings upstairs, but the bird’s eye 
view of the lake is a visual feast in itself. Heavy wooden 
beams crisscross the cupola, which features the same stain 
as many of the downstairs rooms. The room is a family 
favorite for nature watching, especially thunderstorms. 

Of course, with family around the corner, the Methvins 
spend most of their time visiting with family and playing 
outdoors. 

More than a decade after they discovered their dream 
home, the Methvins still find happiness in friends, family 
and the beautiful view.  

Vibrant reds, blues and yellows liven 
up the third floor living room. 

The distance from the water to the top of the cupola is 100 feet. 


