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MONTGOMERY— A memorial ser-
vice will be held for an Alabama prison
search dog that died after helping au-
thorities discover synthetic marijua-
na.

The Alabama Department of Cor-
rections says “Jake” will be honored on
Tuesday.

The dog became ill during a contra-
band search at Staton Correctional Fa-
cility in Elmore.

Jake alerted authorities to a sub-
stance that turned out to be synthetic
marijuana. He died two days later after
developing a secondary infection.

The memorial service will held at
the Staton Complex. 

Memorial
planned for
Jake, the
search dog 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

K-9 Jake with his handler Sgt. Quintin
Jones ADOC

MONTGOMERY — An Alabama
truck driving school owner has been
charged with bribing a license examiner
to show favoritism toward his students.

News outlets report 72-year-old
James Welburn was indicted and ar-
rested late last week.

He’s charged with conspiracy, brib-

ery and wire fraud offenses. Welburn
owns American Truck Driving Acad-
emy in Lee County.

U.S. Attorney Louis V. Franklin Sr.
says Welburn paid an examiner to show
preferential treatment toward his stu-
dents. 

The bribed examiner allegedly tested
students who hadn’t possessed their
learner’s permit for at least 14 days,

tested more than five students a day
and refrained from testing students on
certain trucking maneuvers the stu-
dents couldn’t perform. Franklin says
Welburn paid the examiner $25 per stu-
dent.

If convicted, Welburn faces prison
time, monetary penalties and restitu-
tion. It’s unclear if Welburn has an at-
torney. 

Owner of Alabama truck driving school
accused of bribing license examiners
ASSOCIATED PRESS

It’s not visible from the main road,
but plenty of people knew the Storage
Barn was on the way.

The 50,000-square-foot, climate-
controlled storage facility has already
been flooded with reservations from lo-
cals and out-of-state customers. By the
time it officially opened on Thursday, it
only had one spot left for RV storage.

Facility Manager Stacy Moorer said
members of the military and others
who will be in town for a limited time
are looking for places like this one.
“There’s an absolute need,” Moorer
said.

The business, at 1795 The Exchange
North just off Cobbs Ford Road, is a
sprawling space filled with storage
units ranging in size from five feet by
five feet, to 10 feet by 50 feet. People can
get round-the-clock access through an
electronic kiosk in front of the building
that spits out a digital entry code to

renters.
There’s also drive-up access on a

covered second-floor area, along with
24-hour surveillance.

Moorer said this is the only Storage

Barn, at least so far. “I do project there
to be many more to follow,” she said.

You can see more at
thestoragebarnllc.com. The phone
number is 334-361-1111.

Massive storage center opens in Prattville
Brad Harper
Montgomery Advertiser
USA TODAY NETWORK

The Storage Barn was flooded with reservations before the 50,000-square-foot
facility even opened. BRAD HARPER/THE ADVERTISER

PRATTVILLE — A couple facing 20
years in prison for the abuse of a five-
month-old baby in an Autauga County
case have pleaded guilty to misdemean-
ors.

Jacqueline Breann Lee, 23 and Nich-
olas Ryan Lanier, 23 faced aggravated
child abuse charge, court records show.
They each pleaded guilty Monday
morning to a charge of endangering the
welfare of a child. The charge is a misde-
meanor with a maximum sentence of a
year in the county jail.

Lee is the mother of the child and La-
nier was her boyfriend at the time, said
Assistant District Attorney Josh Coch-
ran. Lanier is not child’s father. They
were living in Deatsville at the time.

They were arrested in September of
2016 by sheriff’s office investigators fol-
lowing an Alabama Department of Hu-

man Resources complaint. The boy had
broken legs, several broken ribs and
bruising on his body, Sheriff Joe Sedin-
ger said at the time.

“We don’t believe Jacqueline Lee
caused the injuries to the child, but she
did not seek medical treatment in a
timely manner,” Cochran said. “Our the-
ory is the Nicholas Lanier caused the in-
juries. But other people also cared for
the child at the time. It was a circum-
stantial case as best. This way we do get
convictions.”

Chip Cleveland, Lanier’s attorney,

did not return phone calls seeking com-
ment for this story. Trey Norman, Lee’s
attorney, said she took the child to the
doctor or hospital any time there were
signs that he was injured.

Lee and Lanier lived together at the
time and were “co-parenting,” he said.

“They both worked opposing shifts at
the Waffle House,” Norman said. “So
when she was at work, he watched the
child and vice versa. Now there were
also relatives and other people who
watched the child from time to time.

“Any time there were signs the boy
was injured, she took him to the doctor.
She took him up to Clanton and took
him to Children’s Hospital in Birming-
ham several times. Obviously the child
was injured. I don’t know who injured
the child. But I know who didn’t and that
is Jacqueline Lee.”

Lee’s mother has custody of the child
and he is “doing great,” Norman said.
Cochran confirmed where the boy is liv-
ing.

“Jacqueline is living with her mother
and the child outside of Autauga Coun-
ty,” Norman said. “The boy has made a
phenomenal recovery is doing very well.
We anticipate seeking custody of the
boy to be returned to Jacqueline.”

In March of 2016 the Legislature
passed “Winston’s Law” named for a
high profile Elmore County case where a
toddler was physically abused. The law
states that aggravated child abuse of a
child under the age of 6 is a Class A felo-
ny with a punishment range of 10 to 99
years to life in prison. 

The aggravated child abuse charge
Lee and Lanier were indicted on is a
Class B felony, with a punishment range
of two to 20 years.

Cochran said he was unaware of why
Winston’s Law was not pursued in the
case. 

Another assistant district attorney
handled the grand jury action in the
case and has since left the office to go
into private practice.

Couple facing 20 years in child abuse case plead to misdemeanors
Marty Roney
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Lee Lanier

EL PASO, Texas – Three Indian na-
tionals seeking asylum in the U.S. have
been forced to receive IV drips at a U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement
facility in Texas as they approach their
third week of a hunger strike, according
to their attorney.

Lawyers and activists who spoke
with the men fear that force-feeding
may be next.

The U.S. Department of Justice filed
orders with federal judges last week
that relate to non-consensual hydration
or feeding for four men, according to a
court official. Linda Corchado, the law-
yer for three of the four men named in
the court orders, said the fourth man is
also Indian and is represented by anoth-
er attorney. It’s unclear if that man was
also forced to accept an IV.

The men have been locked up for

months – one for more than a year – and
they are trying to appeal or reopen asy-
lum claims that were denied, according
to Corchado. As of Sunday, they had
gone 20 days without food, she said.

“My clients made the decision to be-
gin a hunger strike to protest prolonged
detention and what they believe were
biased and discriminatory practices by
the immigration court toward their
cases,” Corchado said. ICE confirmed
that there were detainee hunger strikes
at its facilities in El Paso and Otero, New
Mexico, late last week, but it would not
comment on the claims of forced hydra-
tion or force-feeding.

“All ten ICE detainees have missed at
least nine consecutive meals, triggering
ICE hunger-strike protocols,” agency
spokesman Timothy Oberle said in a
statement. “The ICE Health Services
Corps (IHSC) is medically monitoring
the detainees’ health and regularly up-
dating ICE of their medical status. Ef-
forts are being taken to protect the de-

tainees’ health and privacy.”
One of the hunger strikers in Otero

was deported to India eight days into his
hunger strike, according to Corchado.
ICE does not confirm deportations.

Corchado said her three clients
stopped eating while they were at the
Otero immigration detention facility to
protest their prolonged detention. After
more than a week of hunger striking,
they were transferred to the El Paso
Processing Center, which is about 30
miles south of Otero, in West Texas.

One of the men told The Associated
Press on Tuesday that he overheard
medical staff say they were being trans-
ferred to El Paso for force-feeding.

On Thursday, Corchado met with her
clients, who showed her IV equipment
and needle marks on their arms. She
said they told her that medical staff
showed them documents that they said
were court orders for IV drips, but didn’t
give them copies. When the immigrants
refused a protein-filled drink that would

have effectively ended their hunger
strikes, the medical staff started the IVs
against their will.

ICE did not immediately reply to a re-
quest for comment Sunday regarding
the forced hydration.

The orders are sealed and the court
hearings are held in secret. At least one
of the judges, Frank Montalvo, has or-
dered force-feeding in the past. In Janu-
ary, nine men were force-fed at the El
Paso Processing Center. Medical staff
threaded tubes through their nostrils
and down their throats before forcing a
nutrient-rich liquid into their stomachs.
ICE stopped the force-feeding in El Paso
in February after a public outcry and a
congressional inquiry. Two of the men
were eventually released on bail. It’s un-
clear what happened to the other seven.
The four men recently moved from Ote-
ro to El Paso are being held in the same
room where the force-feeding took
place, based on a description of the
room given to the AP by one of the men.

Attorney: Hunger-striking immigrants forced to hydrate
Cedar Attanasio, Garance Burke 
and Martha Mendoza 
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